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The CoR in a nutshell
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Defending local & regional 
interests
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Example: 
European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation

What is it?

• European entity with legal personality for territorial cooperation across 

borders (third countries included) based on EU law

• Can be created by public entities for all areas the entities are 

responsible for (EU Member States cannot block the creation)

• May get public and private funding (EU, states, regions etc)
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Example
European Grouping in Territorial Cooperation

• 1998: CoR study 

• 2000: CoR own-initiative opinion

• 2001: EC White Paper on Good Governance

• 2003: CoR proposal on territorial cohesion taken 

up by European Convention (text which later 

becomes the Lisbon Treaty)

• 2003: European Commission legislative proposal 

• 2004: European Parliament endorses EC proposal

• 2006: Council agrees (Austrian Council 

Presidency)

• Since 2006: 85 EGTCs, CoR EGTC platform

How was it done?
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Thank you !


