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Sustainable development  - conceptual framework

Main objectives of sustainable development (principles 1, 3, 11)

• Rights for development, environmental protection and 
health

• Equity between generations

• Equity within generations
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Sustainable development  - conceptual framework

Main concepts of the focus

Priority for ecology

Priority for equity 
between and within 

generations

The mediatorial
approach

Main concepts of implementation
Strong sustainability

Weak sustainability
Compromises

e.g. Swiss 
sustainability 

strategy

Position of DIAMONT ?
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Basic Models

“Egg of Sustainability”
after Guijt & Moiseev 2001, IDRC 1997

ecosystem

human 
system

“Tree Pillar Approach”

1 - Increasing number of dimensions - 8

“Magic Triangle / Pyramid”

Source: EUDB 2006
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Normative frameworks at different levels
1. Overall framework in terms of 

• Convention on Sustainable 
Development

• Alpine Convention

2. Common project framework in terms of 
the DIAMONT focus

• Provides a common qualitative 
starting point for all test regions

3. Specific framework in the test region

• Development by stakeholders and 
citizens

• Support by DIAMONT data & 
indicators (?)

• Comparison with the framework 
of level 1 and 2

Deductive approach 
from clear perception of a 
common problem

+ partly transferable to 
other situations
- risk of misinterpretation 
of local situations

Inductive approach 
from specific local 
situation, backed up by 
relevant local policy 
objectives

+ specific and applicable
- not transferable
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Sustainable Development is development,
• which covers present needs without compromising needs of future 

generations

• means guarantee of living conditions in the sense of human rights 
by creation and maintenance of a high number of life style options

• Fairness within and between generations in terms of the use of 
ecological, economic and social resources

• Comprehensive protection of biological diversity (ecosystem 
diversity, species diversity, genetic diversity)

• Long term equity between ecological, economic and social 
objectives

What is sustainable regional development ?

Extract from: Strategy Sustainable Development Switzerland (2002) / MONET
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Some suggestions for objectives at project level
Objectives may be suggested for the focus of the project only

• Reduction of unemployment with measures that are at the same time
socially acceptable and sensitive towards the issue of increasing land
take.

• Priority in regional and municipal policy for branches producing                      
a high ratio of added value per spatial unit under the precondition that
traditional and local economic structures are maintained as well.

• Decoupling of growth and space consumption, i.e. creating more 
added-value on the same amount of commercial area, providing 
appropriate housing opportunities to more people on the same amount
of residential land through redensification

• Increase environmental quality in densely populated areas by  reducing 
noise nuisance and improving safety measures against existing and
unavoidable noise immissions.
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Starting points for discussion

• Is there a focus of SD we would prefer ?

• Which implementation concept are we in favour for, strong or weak 

sustainability ?

• How many dimensions of SD do we follow ?

• What is the focus we would like to look at, „control of land use“, LRM ?

• Which normative framework do we refer to ?

• How is regional sustainable development then defined ?


